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CAN

Community Action Network
P O Box 399

Mullumbimby NSW 2482
President M.Cox 66845558

DearPeter- 20 March 2003

PREPARATION FOR SEPTEMBER 03 COUNCIL ELECTION & C.AN.’S AGM

As a CAN supporter you are invited to attend the AGM on Thursday 27 March 03 at
Mullumbimby’s Pioneer Hall at 7.00 PM.[Gordon Street].

You will also be aware that there is to be a Council General election in September
2003. If you have attended, or heard about, the presentations made by Bob Tardif
explaining the new election system, which will apply in September, you will know
that the new system gives significant advantage to the Right Wing Pro-Developers led
by Ross Tucker who couid easily takeover Council.

This new system means the election will now be fought with political parties with
little chance for an individual independent being elected. Also the usual problem of
holding and not exhausting Left Wing preferences becomes increasingly difficult. The
Right Wing has already established 3 new political parties and clearly see they have
an opportunity. Their preferences, as always, will be kept tight with little exhaustion
compared with our own which are likely to suffer major exhaustion. Details of this
scenario will be presented at the Thursday meeting.

If CAN and concerned residents do not make an effort to organise, educate, advertise
and press for a council in favour of real sustainable and restricted development we can
expect a Tucker led Council to introduce all the “Casuarina Beach” style horrors to
our foreshore.

The Thursday meeting needs to set a course of action for our involvement and there
are many issues to consider e.g. enrolment campaigns, support and analysis of
candidates, fund raising etc. etc. We have attached an Election timetable, a meeting
Agenda and an annotated sample of the new ballot paper as it currently stands.

CAN & Byron Shire encourages you to come to the meeting and to help in preserving
our beautiful home by electing the best possible Council. It is easy to see there have
been many problems in the growth of the Shire but we have had many successes and
Byron 15 still, thanks partly to your involvement, unique.

Please help to maintain what we have. Feel free_to_pass this on and to bring friend(s].

Regards , L/%Og/

Ron Priestley 66807169
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AGENDA

CAN AGM Thursday 27 March 2003

1 Welcome, Apologies.
2 Election of new committee
3 New election system and increased exhaustion of preferences

4 Current state of the contenders
Right wing parties
The Greens
B-CAN
OSF
Peter Westheimer
Others ? Labour party ? Nats Libs Independents . .

5.CAN’s role & objectives

6 Tasks & timetable
Development & support of candidates
Organise preference flows
Education of electorate to vote with preferences
Education of electorate as to suitable candidates
Interview & report on candidates
Enrolment campaign
Fund raising
Other
.. & appointment of person(s) to manage the above

7 Any other business
8 Housekeeping ,address list, next meeting etc.

(Meeting to end 8.30 to 9.00pm latest)



BALL.OT PAPER Current status assumed by Ron Priestlsy only 20/03/03

You may vole in one of two ways

GROUPA GROUPB GROUPC GROUPD GROUPE GROUP F GROUPG GROUPH GROUPI GROUPJ GROUPK GROUPL

SWAG PAG COMM. OSF Peter B_CAN 7LAB 70THER GREEN GREEN ?0THER
SPORT Westhelmer
Group
Box BOX BOX BOX 80X BOX BOX BOX BOX BOX BOX
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GROUPA GROUPB GROUPC GROUPD GROUPE GROUP F GROUPG GROUPH GROUPI GROUPJ GROUPK INDEPENDENTS

SWAG  PAG COMM, OSF Peter B_CAN 7LAB  ?0THER GREEN GREEN ?70THER Not much chance for Independents
SPORT Westhelmer down here
. Group
“hhe s LA R it LRI Ahdk ke il hhheN AAhkdd kb kh RAThd hoth hhwek
iAitit LAt 1] R 222 L1131 Ak kde R L) L2l 1) ik b N hAkAR L2 11 7]
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right right right centre centra centre centre 7 grean green 77
These 3 parties ere already formed by right wing Partles exist and should keep preferences tight
and will keep tight preferancas,
PREVIOUS RIGHT VOTE IS 48% MEANS 38 SEATS PREVIOUS GREEN VOTE I8 25% MEANS 2.3 SEATS

CENTRE VOTE MEANS 1-4 SEATS([ SEE NOTE RE MAYOR})
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NOTES  New Rules dictate:-
1 There must be a party or group of at least 5 to be above the line
2 It ts too late for a party but groups can still form
3 A group will not have a name published similar to a party name
4 PREFERENCES CANNOT BE ALLOCATED BY PARTIES, GROUPS OR CANDIDATES Only hand out matertal can be used
This will lead to major exhaustion
5 Only a single number 1 in an above the line box is needed but it Is optional to number more boxes above the line
This will lead to major exhaustion
B It Is only hecessary to vote below the Iine for 5 candidates (not 10 as praviously)
This will iead to major exhaustion
7 A vote for a single group or party above the line means preferences will only flow through that group or party of & or more
This will lead to major exhaustion
8 Above the line voles are likely to be up to 60% based on 56% above the line at the last 2 main elections
This will iead te major exhaustion :

CONCLUSION
The right wing will find it easler to maintain preferences than the centre and left wing. The lefi wing will have to battle for preferences and avold exhausted votes
The right wing could get 4 candidates ( maybe 5)
With Tucker as Mayor this would give 5 votes plus the mayor's casting vole and the right wing wins
Tucker is highly likely to become mayor in a scenario where Wilson and Barham refuse to preference each other.
Mt is only necessary to vots for one candidate as mayor and therefore preferences must be used

THEREFORE CAN'S TASK IS TO PRESS FOR CANDIDATES TO USE PREFERENCES
AND TO EDUCATE THE ELECTORATE TO USE PREFERENCES

—— "
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ELECTION TIMETABLE

Election 13 September 2003

1 Advertise close of rolls 9/06/03
2 Close of rolls 4/08/03
3 Cal! for nominations 28/07/03
4 Close of nominations 13/08/03
5 Nomination day:-declaration of candidates, formation of groups,

voting square registration, ballot for draw. 15/08/03
6 Register how to vote material. 21/08/03

THIS IS CRITICAL. CANDIDATES CAN NO LONGER

SPECIFY AUTOMATIC PRFERENCES AND MUST RELY

ON HAND OUT ‘HOW TO YOTE CARDS’ AND OTHER
PERSONAL MATERIAL. HOWEVER, ALL SUCH MATERIAL
NEEDS TO BE REGISTERED WITH THE ELECTORAL
COMMISSION BY 21/08/03. Clearly the only 8 day gap from
nomination day (15/08/03) means candidates must be up to speed with
preference flow, exchange of preferences ete.,

7 Poliing day 13/09/03



STATE ELECTORAL OFFICE

$1AR QICTORAL
REGISTRATION OF PARTY oenct
DECLARATION OF PARTY MEMBERSHIP
Local Governmant Act 1993

Prnt full name in BLOCK kettars, as enrolled

Insert place of living as appeering on the siactoral rolf

Post Code:

insert date of birth

bam

deciere that [ am a member of the fokowing political party:

insart name of parly as registered or [0 be regisiered

and | consant to thai panty relying on my membership for the purposes cf the party qualifying for regisiralion under the
Loca Governmant Act 1933,

Signature of pary MAMDET......s ervve siorese -1t oreeion

(011 T OOOOTOUORSOTORIOTEEN « -, 2 » | ISR AP | 3 R

Note: Each declaration ol membership must be completed by {or at the direction of) the party member concesnad and

then signed by the member. Pariculars i be complated g1 to be written by hang a1 ihe same fima tha form is
ghined. Each declarstion of membership is o be made on a separale sheet of papsr.

The Electoral Commissioner may, in order ko verify the requirements for registralon of a party, request 3 person
who tigns a declaration of membership 1o confirn that the person is a member of the party and that the persen
completed and signed the fom.

WHEN COMPLETED RETURN THIS FORM TO THE SECRETARY OF YOUR PARTY - NOT TO THE
STATE ELECTORAL OFFICE

i g . PLEASE NOTE: Under the provisions of section 66J of the
- . Parliamentary Elactorates and Elections Act 1912
‘< thisform Is avaflable for public Inspection, -

SUSTAINSEL
T FUTU

Are you ...

Iszed up with the way Byron Council has
been operating - indecisive, deeply divided,
inconsistent and often inequitable?

Do you ...

Ierant to see Councillors working
together and with ALL sections of the
community to achieve the best possible
outcomes for Byron Shire?

Then, what are you going
to do about it?




The OSF Network

Working Together for a Sustainable Future

Our Sustainable Future will work to expand the middle
ground within Council's "political spectrum”. Its goal is to
create a less polarised body capable of working with the
full breadth of community opinion to achieve positive
outcomes for the whole Shire.

OSF will support candidates in the coming local
government elections who pledge to work constructively
with other Councillors and Council staff to make and
implement decisions that:

& Are fair and in the interests of the whole community
€ Do not waste Council staff time and resources

&) Are based as much on sound economic development
and social justice as on environmental enhancement

& Result in ciient-friendly Council services and quality
community facilities )

© Promote co-operative solutions to community issues
based on mutual respect

© Aim to build a strong partnership between the
community and Council

@ Provide strong leadership and responsive governance
for the whole Shire

h

You can help form the OSF vision and objectives

OQur Sustainable Future is a broad network of Byron Shire residents who
want to see the quality of representation in local government improved in
order to achieve a cohesive, seif-reliant and prosperous community and a
healthy natural environment. It will provide a voice for all residents, business
people, activists and community-builders who care about the future of Byron
Shire.

Your active involvement will ensure that the OSF Network's vision and
objectives reflect the real concerns of the many Byron Shire residents who
are fed up with carrying the costs of a dysfunctional Council.

Over the coming months OSF members will formulate policy objectives and
select candidates for the March 2004 Council elections. You can play a part
in this process by joining OSF now. Fill in the membership application below
and complete the Electoral Act declaration of membership over the page.

If you would prefer to simply be kept informed of OSF planning, tick the
second box on the form below to be added to our mailing list.

In accordance with changed legisiation Our Sustainable Future has been registered as a "party” for
local government election purposes.

Sign up now to make a difference

[] Please enrol me as a member of Our Sustainable Future \

[ ] Please add me to the OSF Network mailing fist and keep me informed
of Network activities. '
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Cut out this coupon and return it to: OSF Network, PO Box 600, Mullumbimby 2482.
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Detach here &<



